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Seaport Piers
Today’s South Street Seaport has had active  
maritime uses since the 17th century, and currently  
hosts five historic vessels.

The new resilient waterfront will need to preserve  
the historic neighborhood’s connection to the 
waterfront while protecting it from flooding.
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Our project responds to the challenges and 
opportunities of the existing waterfront.

Credit: Via  eventvenuenyc.com

Credit:  Via triptins.com

Challenge: The vibrant Seaport 
District is at risk of flooding 
which will disrupt programming 
and businesses.

Challenge: Sea level rise 
will impact the beloved 
Brooklyn Bridge Beach.

Challenge: Historic pier 
structures are vulnerable 
to flooding.

Opportunities:
Resilience+ Buildings:
A new waterfront provides an 
opportunity to incorporate 
1-2 story buildings with 
community-serving programs.

Opportunities:
Resilience+ History:
Raising Pier 15 in a way similar 
to Pier 17 will help protect the 
historic pier into the future.

Opportunities:
Resilience+ Open Space:
Multi-modal public access to and from 
the new waterfront will be provided 
through bike lanes and walkways.

Challenge: Pier 16 and the 
Seaport District are cultural 
attractions with rich history that 
should continue to be shared.

Opportunities:
Resilience+ History:
A new waterfront can celebrate the 
rich history of the Seaport District.

100-Year Storm

Credit:  Sean Pavone Credit: Marvel 

Credit: Waterfront Alliance

Credit:  Mucca Credit: Via On The Grid

Credit: Google Maps
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The Waterfront Today

Waterfront Access & Circulation

Flood Defense Approach

Today’s South Street Seaport 
has been active with maritime 
activity since the 17th century. 
If no action is taken, the 
historic neighborhood will 
remain vulnerable to flooding. 
This project proposes to build 
long-term flood defense by 
extending the shoreline and 
reconstructing low-lying piers 
at a higher elevation.

Flood gates at Fulton St., Pier 
17, Beekman St., and Peck 
Slip provide direct access to 
the Seaport Piers. Paths from 
Maiden Ln. and John St. lead 
to the upper-level waterfront.
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Piers 15 and 16 are 
reconstructed

Pier 17 was recently built 
at a higher elevation and 
will remain

Flood gates provide direct 
access to the piers

Frequent waterfront 
access is maintained 

New building at the old 
fish market site

Floodwall will connect to the wall of 
the Brooklyn Bridge-Montgomery 
Coastal Resilience project

Continuous waterfront 
esplanade
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John St
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Peck Slip

Pier 15

Pier 16
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Brooklyn Bridge

The facilities along the 
waterfront must be rebuilt to 
be more resilient

With little space available on land, 
the shoreline must be extended to 
build the flood defense

We must build long term coastal 
flood defense while maintaining 
the Seaport’s historic connection 
to the harbor

A,C Subway

Our project will protect Lower Manhattan from daily 
tidal flooding and coastal storms.
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Proposed Future Waterfront

Precedent: Vistula Boulevards, PolandPrecedent: Little Island, New York

Rebuilding this waterfront 
provides an opportunity to 
both protect this historic 
area and better connect 
the waterfront to the 
historic district. Through a 
combination of floodgates 
and raised landscapes, 
the new waterfront will be 
accessible from every cross 
street. 

A detached esplanade near 
the Brooklyn Bridge creates 
opportunities for ecological 
enhancements and getting 
close to the water.  
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Opportunities for ecological 
enhancement under the 
Brooklyn Bridge

Piers 15 and 16 are reconstructed 
to a higher elevation

Pier 17 was recently built at a 
higher elevation and will remain

Waterfront access points are 
located at every cross street

A,C Subway

Dover St

FDR Drive Foundations Flood 
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Universally accessible paths 
through a new waterfront park

Fulton St is a major gateway 
to the Seaport waterfront 

New Fill

Tin Building

John Street
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Upper level 
Waterfront 

Pier 16 

   

Path to 
Upper Level

Our project will integrate climate resilience 
infrastructure into the city.
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Proposed Fulton Street Gateway

View of North Cove under the Brooklyn Bridge

The new shoreline will 
balance a range of uses 
such as working and 
historic vessels, visitors, 
and local residents. An 
open water area under 
the Brooklyn Bridge 
provides an opportunity 
for a quieter space 
where visitors can get 
closer to the water. 

Open Waterfront near Pier 15 Piers 16 and 17 TodayVisiting Ship at Pier 17Key Plan
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Exploring ecological 
opportunities near the 
Brooklyn Bridge beach

Spaces to get 
closer to the water

Over half a mile of open 
water from the Brooklyn 
Bridge to Pier 35

Trees along the esplanade 
absorb heat and provide 
much needed shade

Clear sight lines to 
the water

Small buildings support retail 
and waterfront activities 

Flood gates provide direct 
access to the waterfront

Our project will enhance the public 
waterfront experience.
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How would you like Seaport Piers to feel?

HARDSOFT
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intertidal ecology tidepools + boardwalks floating walkway rocky marsh wooden steps paved pier

North Cove

Building

What would you like to see here? What would you name this area?

What is your vision for Seaport Piers?
Share your perspective!

Upper Esplanade
Plazas
Gentle Slopes
Steep Slopes
Waterfront Overlooks
Buildings
Coves
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We want to hear from you!
Place a sticker on the spectrum!

The waterfront incorporates several buildings. 
Integrated with the surrounding landscape and 
flood protection, they offer room for a range of 
public uses. How can new buildings best serve 
the community?
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sit and chill read a book listen to music sample some food work out play ball

In several locations along the esplanade, an 
undulating shoreline profile carves out a series 
of coves. The North Cove under the Brooklyn 
Bridge holds the most potential for in-water 
ecology and recreation, based on surrounding 
depth and currents. 

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

PASSIVE

PASSIVE
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relax with a view watch for wildlife test tidal energy learn about oysters play with water paddle a kayak

What types of activities would you like What types of activities would you like 
to see in the to see in the North Cove??

What types of activities would you like What types of activities would you like 
to see in the to see in the buildings??


